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Were The Pilgrims Communists?
During their first two years in America the Pilgrims were
deluded by their London bosses into trying a system of com-
munal living.
It wasn't the Russian brand, of course-that hadn't been
dreamed of. But there was no private ownership of land. No
reward for the industrious.
Everything was everybody's-and at the same time, nobody's.
And what happened? Well-the hard working and capable
were imposed upon by the idle and inefficient.
There were complaints and counter-complaints, bitterness, in-
dolence, and finally open revolt.
And so, in the third year, it was decided to try another system.
Each man was assigned his own piece of land and allowed to
enjoy the fruits of his own labor.
The bountiful harvest that year was the start of a more
abundant life for the Pilgrims, based on free enterprise and
individual initiative.
Today, when millions of human beings in other countries have
lost or forsaken these privileges, we at Shepard's salute the
Pilgrims for teaching America more than three hundred years
ago that the other way just won't work.
Shepard's Citations
Colorado Springs
Colorado
